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About Writers Victoria
Writers Victoria is all about writers. 
With nearly 3000 members, we are the state’s largest organisation  
supporting Victorian writers. 

For almost 25 years Writers Victoria has been a leading provider of 
information, resources and skills development for our members and the 
broader writing community. Our diverse annual program continues to 
deliver targeted professional development and support in response to the 
needs of members and participants from all over Victoria (and beyond). 

Our Purpose
Writers Victoria supports and connects writers at all stages of development. 

From Our Patron
“Writing can be a solitary pursuit, but it can also confer membership 
of a rich and diverse community. Writers Victoria, as well as 
providing support and professional development, brings the State’s 
emerging authors together into that literary community.” 

– Noel Turnbull



Chair’s Report
Writers Victoria has nearly 3000 members from across Victoria, people at all stages in 
their writing careers and working in all genres. The Committee of Management has 
these members in mind as we meet and deliberate on ways to ensure that Writers 
Victoria can best use its resources, opportunities and networks to continue to serve 
them, as well as to contribute more broadly to Victoria’s rich literary and cultural life.

The organisation began and ended the year in a solid financial position. To build on this, a 
focus for the Committee of Management during 2013 was to set strategic directions so that 
Writers Victoria can become more financially independent and sustainable in the longer term, 
relying less on grant funding to support the wide range of services we want to provide.

The Committee wish to acknowledge the hard work and professionalism of Jacquelin Low, who 
once again took on the role of Acting Director and prepared a successful three-year funding 
application for Arts Victoria, before handing over to Kate Larsen in May of 2013. Kate has worked 
extremely hard since taking up the role, maintaining the program while undertaking a series 
of new initiatives. We thank Kate, Jac and the team for all their dedication and all their work.

I would personally like to acknowledge and thank the Committee of Management for all their work 
through the year, particularly the Deputy Chair and Treasurer, Simone Lunny, and the Company 
Secretary, Eddie Creaney. It has been a great pleasure to work with such wise and skilled people.

Isolde Leuckenhausen ended her time as Chair in April after serving so competently on 
the Committee for five years. Isolde has been made a life member of Writers Victoria. 

These Committee members also resigned during the year: Ben Starick, to focus on 
his business and fatherhood; Maria Katsonis, to write a book; Virginia Murdoch, to 
work overseas; and Francesca Rendle-Short, to take a sabbatical. We thank them 
all, and also Scott Bonnano, who served on the Committee for a short time.   

Noel Turnbull, our patron, continued to share generously his advice and considerable knowledge.

Finally, we would like to honour and thank all the members of Writers Victoria, our life blood.  

– May Lam

Director’s Report
I was thrilled to join the Writers Victoria family in 2013. A small organisation with a massive 
remit, Writers Victoria is a dynamic hub of literary activity, conversations and connections.

2013 was another busy year of providing workshops, courses, information and inspiration to the 
thousands of members and participants who accepted our challenge to ‘craft their world with words’. 

Alongside our year-round workshop program, initiatives such as the Grace Marion Wilson 
Emerging Writers Competition and Glenfern Fellowships now have their own legacy 
within Melbourne’s literary scene. In 2013 we welcomed a number of new initiatives, 
including the Write-ability Fellowships for writers with disability, our Writing the Refugee 
Experience project, and new residential courses in regional Victoria. As a major employer 
of the state’s writers, we were proud to work alongside hundreds of talented authors, 
writing tutors, mentors and manuscript assessors over the course of the year. 

Our work was made possible by our dedicated community of members, who remain at the heart of 
everything we do. We are also grateful for the very generous support of Arts Victoria, the Australia 
Council for the Arts, the Grace Marion Wilson Trust, Readings Foundation, Lord Mayor’s Charitable 
Foundation, Australian Communities Foundation, and our partners, donors and supporters.

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the Writers Victoria 
staff, interns and volunteers: a group of devoted and enthusiastic professionals 
who work hard to support our diverse writing community. Thank you, all.
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Writers Victoria Team
Staff

Kate Larsen   Director (from May)

Jacquelin Low  Acting Director (to May), Administration and Finance Manager (to August)

Martin Tunley  Administration and Finance Manager (from August) 

Anna Kelsey-Sugg  Publications Manager / Editor (from February)  

Johannes Jakob  Publications Manager / Editor (to January)

Mary Napier   Program Manager (to August) 

Alexis Drevikovsky Administration Assistant (February to May)  
   Acting Program Officer (from August)  

Sally Williams   Marketing and Membership Coordinator (to October)

Bronwyn Lovell   Editorial Assistant, Acting Membership Officer (from November)

Elise Hearst  Administration Assistant (to February)

Lisa Logan  Contractor (to May)

Sally Beck  Contractor (to May)

Committee

May Lam  Chairperson (from April)

Isolde Lueckenhausen  Chairperson (to March) 

Simone Lunny   Deputy Chairperson (from July) and Treasurer    

Virginia Murdoch  Deputy Chairperson (February to July) 

Ben Starick   Deputy Chairperson (to February) 

Eddie Creaney  Secretary

Bronwyn Blaiklock

Kylie Trounsen

Durkhanai Ayubi (from March)

Mindy Leow  (from August)

Scott Bonnano  (from August)

Clare Renner  (from November)

Maria Katsonis   (to June) 

Francesca Rendle-Short  (to October) 

Patron

Noel Turnbull



Life Members

Bev Roberts

Chris McKenzie 

Chris Thompson

Chris Wallace-Crabbe

Iola Mathews

Isolde Lueckenhausen 

Joan Sellar 

Judith Rodriguez

Kevin Brophy

Kris Hemensley 

Sue Penhall 

Interns

Cory Zanoni

Deborah Kane

Jeremy Johnson

Katherine FitzHywel

Lorna Hendry

Michael Knispel

Michelle Allan

Sarah Vincent

Shivaun Plozza

Volunteers

Kristin Pedroja (Special Events Coordinator)

Sue Penhall (Competitions Coordinator)

Terry O’Loughlin (Librarian)

Adam Dixon

Allee Richards

Andrew Bifield

Anna Brasier

Belinda Ramsay

Brendan Paholski

Cate Davis

Christine Down

Deborah Kane

Denise Hansen

Edna Truong

Gabrielle Ryan

Gian Garambone

Greta Rehak

Helen Haloulos

Isabella Cunningham

John Back

Justin Hill

Karina Johnson

Kevin Whitton

Lella Cariddi

Marina Calcina

Maryrose Cuskelly

Michelle Allan

Nalini Haynes

Naomi Carter

Oznur Gonullu

Paris Hokin

Priscilla Beck

Rebecca Grover

Robert Frolla

Sarah Fallon

Shirley Wang

Simone Pereira

Susie Chong

Ted Mouritz

Terry Volbrecht

Thomas Wilson

Zoe Retzepoglou

Editorial Committee

Adolfo Aranjuez

Alexis Drevikovsky

Allee Richards

Anna Kelsey-Sugg

Bronwyn Lovell

Cory Zanoni

Jane Fraser 

Sally Williams
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A. S. Patric
Adam Zwar
Alex Adsett
Alex Miller 
Alice Pung
Alison Arnold
Alison Goodman
Allee Richards
Amanda Brotchie
Amanda Martin
André Dao
Andrea Frost
Andrea Goldsmith
Andrew Grimes (Woodend 
Winter Arts Festival)
Andy Josselyn
Angela Meyer
Angus Cerini
Anita Heiss
Anne Gracie
Antoinette Eklund
Archie Fusillo
Ari Boyd
Arnold Zable
Balli Kaur Jaswal
Barbara Santich
Ben Michael
Ben Pobjie
Bethanie Blanchard
Beverly Almeida
Bronwyn Bancroft
Bronwyn Blaiklock
Bronwyn Lovell
Candice Bruce (Ex Libris 

Festival of Words)

Carmel Bird (Woodend 
Winter Arts Festival)

Cate Kennedy

Catherine Deveny

Cece Ojany

China Miéville

Chris Anastassiades

Chris Womersley

Christine Nagel (Woodend 
Winter Arts Festival)

Christopher ‘Ruz’ 
Hayes-Kossmann

Claire Gaskin

Clare Allan-Kamil

Clare Strahan

Cory Zanoni

Damon Young

Dan Disney

Dan Findlay

Dani Valent

Daniel Young

Darrell Pitt

David Sornig

Deborah Kane

Deborah Robertson

Dennis Altman

Di Websdale-Morrissey

Diane Stubbings

Dmetri Kakmi

Doug McLeod

Durkhanai Ayubi

Earl Livings

Elizabeth Redman

Ellie Marney
Elouise Quinlivan
Estelle Tang
Euan Mitchell
Fatima Sehbai
Felicity Young (Woodend 
Winter Arts Festival)
Foong Ling Kong
Fran Cusworth
Francesca Rendle-Short 
Frank Moorhouse
Freya Blackwood
Gabriella Coslovich
Garry Disher
Glenda Millard
Graeme Simsion
Gus Gordon
Hariklia Heristanidis 
Hoa Pham 
Hugh Kiernan
Isobelle Carmody
Jack Heath
Jack Waghorn
Jackie French
Jacqueline Dutton
Jan Sardi
Jane Godwin
Jane Montgomery Griffiths
Jane Routley
Jane Sullivan
Jay Griffiths
Jeff Sparrow
Jenny Spence
Jim Davidson

Writers

6

In 2013, Writers Victoria worked with over 215 writers and 
industry professionals as tutors, mentors, manuscript assessors, 
guest speakers, judges, writers and bloggers, including:



Jo Case
Joel Becker
Johannes Jakob
John Bartlett
John Harding
John Holton
Jon Bauer
Jordie Albiston
Josh Earl
Josiane Behmoiras
Judith Buckrich
Judith Bunn
Judith Sackville O’Donnell
Julia Quinn
Julian Burnside (Warm 
Winter Words)
Julie McNamara (UK)
Karen Andrews
Karen Pickering
Karen Tayleur
Kate Holden
Kate Larsen
Katie Evans
Keith Austin
Kelly Gardiner
Kerrin O’Sullivan
Kevin Brophy
Kirsty Murray
Kooshyar Karimi (Warm 
Winter Words)
Lally Katz
Laura Jean McKay 
Laura McPhee-Browne
Laurent Boulanger
Lee Kofman
Leigh Hobbs
Lena Pasqua
Lian Low
Lili Wilkinson
Lisa Jacobson
Liz Kemp
Liz Steele
Loretta Florance

Lucy Treloar
Lyndel Caffrey
Lynley Dodd
Lynn-Maree Milburn
Maria Tumarkin
Marian Dalton
Marion May Campbell
Marisa Raniolo Wilkins
Mark Wilson
Martin Shaw
Mary Delahunty
Mary Hoban
Maryrose Cuskelly
Matt Blackwood
Matt Hetherington
Matthew Hooper
Maxine Beneba Clarke
Meg Mundell
Melissa Lucashenko
Michael Brindley
Michael Meehan
Michael Pryor
Michael Shelford
Michelle Wright
Mohamed Abbas Omar
Myfanwy Jones
Myke Bartlett
Naomi Manuell
Natasha Pincus
Ned Manning
Nicholas Birns
Nina D’Aleo
Olga Holownia
Paddy O’Reilly
Paul Callaghan
Paul McNally
Paul Mitchell
PD Martin
Penni Russon
Penny Hueston 
Peta Murray
Peter Rose

Petra Poupa

Phillip Edmonds

Rachel Edwards

Rachel Hennessy

Raimondo Cortese 

Rob Meldrum

Robert Gott

Robert Hillman

Robert Skinner

Robin de Crespigny 
(Warm Winter Words)

Romy Ash

Rosanne Hewitt-Cromwell

Ross Mueller

Royston Ellis

Sally Rippin

Sam Twyford-Moore

Samela Harris

Sara Sheridan

Sean McMullen

Shane Maloney

Sheila Drummond (Woodend 
Winter Arts Festival)

Sherryl Clark

Shivaun Plozza

Sian Prior

Sofie Laguna

Sonia Orchard

Spiri Tsintziras

Steven Amsterdam

Susanne Lobez (Woodend 
Winter Arts Festival)

Suzanne McCourt

Terry Denton

Toni Jordan

Tony Birch

Tye Cattanach

Valeria Parv

Vanessa Russell

Zora Sanders
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Our Program
2013 At A Glance
$707,127 annual turnover   
$35,200   surplus (incl. $21,000 allocated reserve for parental leave policy)
$14,200  surplus (without allocated reserve)    
4.9 EFT    core staff    
59    volunteers 
372    employment opps for writers 
106    publication opps for writers 
3,770      members (at some point throughout the year)
853    professional development activities
79   courses
3,027   attendances
20,200   info requests

Workshops and Courses

Writers were invited to ‘craft their worlds with words’ through the 2013 program of workshops, 
professional development days, tutorials, masterclasses and industry information panels. 

Once again, our Summer School kicked off the program with great success, recording 
the highest attendance level to date with more than half of the workshops booked out 
and three repeat workshops created to cater to demand. The popularity of Summer 
School led to our inaugural Winter School - five one-day intensive courses in June. 

The Salon was established as a regular gathering in the Writers Victoria library designed  
to facilitate networking and discussion. These free events drew consistently  
high numbers and fostered a sense of community amongst members.

The Writers Victoria partnership with Clunes International Booktown involved three residential 
masterclasses, an experience that proved invaluable in the writing journeys of the course  
participants. One later wrote: “The masterclass was more than instruction, more than practice, 
more than a supportive environment.  
It was a chance to focus on words to the 
exclusion of everything else. A chance 
to sink more deeply into my craft than 
daily life would ever permit. A chance 
to stroll around in my skin as a writer.”

We also worked alongside the 
National Trust (Victoria), Arts Law 
Centre of Australia, Arts Victoria, Text 
Publishing, the Small Press Network 
and Editors Victoria as partners on our 
2013 program. Writers Victoria also 
hosted a number of sessions during 
the 2013 Emerging Writers’ Festival 
and Melbourne Writers Festival.

“I have been struggling 
with my second novel and 
the timing and content 
of the course was perfect 
to help me bring out 
the best in the story. 
Thank you again. I LOVE 
WRITERS VICTORIA.”



Regional
The Grace Marion Wilson Trust 
supported a number of partnership 
activities through our Regional  
Professional Development Program.  
10 workshops were presented for 
writers in four communities in regional Victoria, which were attended by 472 people.

In June, the Woodend Winter Arts Festival presented three sessions, including: Carmel Bird and 
Sheila Drummond on memoir and historical writing; a crime panel with Susanne Lobez, Felicity 
Young and Andrew Grimes; and mentoring with editor Christine Nagel, agent Sheila  
Drummond and mentor Toni Jordan.

In August, Apollo Bay Arts Inc presented a seminar at the 20th anniversary of 
their Warm Winter Words festival on ‘Seeking Asylum’ with Robin de Crespigny, 
Kooshyar Karimi and Julian Burnside. In September, Write Around the Murray 
took Tony Birch to Albury-Wodonga for a series of five events and the Ex Libris 
Festival of Words in Port Fairy presented an author talk with Candice Bruce.

Also thanks to the Grace Marion Wilson Trust, Writers Victoria presented three residential 
masterclasses in regional Victoria the first time (in partnership with Clunes Booktown). 28 
emerging and established writers from within and outside of Victoria worked intensively 
with memoirist Peter Rose, YA author Kirsty Murray and poet Jordie Albiston.

Thanks to a new partnership between Writers Victoria and the National Trust (Victoria), the 
Melbourne-based ANE Writers group was awarded a week-long residency at Mooramong, a 
rural heritage property on a working farm in the middle of Victoria’s pastoral Western District. 

The Writers Victoria team participated in a range of regional and outer-metropolitan  
writers’ festivals, including: Bendigo Writers’ Festival, Words in Winter (Daylesford)  
and the Brimbank Reading and Writing Festival (Sunshine).

Towards the end of the year, we began selling ‘The Victorian Writer’ magazine in 
 a number of regional bookshops in order to provide literary information  
and inspiration to all of Victoria’s writers.

Write-ability
Our Write-ability partnership 
with Arts Access Victoria 
continued in 2013 thanks to the support of the Ian Potter Foundation. With the Mentor 
in Residence role expanding to two days per week, Write-ability supported a range 
of writers with disability wishing to develop their skills and writing careers.  

Writers with disability were offered up to four hours of free, one-on-one support. This 
included meetings, phone or Skype conversations or feedback on pieces of work. 

Five Write-ability participants received mentoring from professional authors and industry 
experts in 2013 as part of the new Write-ability Fellowships, supported by the Grace Marion 
Wilson Trust: Heidi Everett (working with mentor Lyndel Caffrey), Robbie O’Brien (with mentor 
Matthew Hooper), Jack Waghorn (with mentor Bethanie Blanchard), Kate Hood from regional 
Victoria (with mentor Antoinette Eklund) and Carly Findlay (with mentor Sam Twyford-Moore).

Throughout 2013, the Write-ability program continued its sector development and capacity building 
work, including activities with our friends and partner organisations based at the Wheeler Centre. 

For the 2013 Emerging Writers’ Festival, the Write-ability program worked across a number 
of events.  This included the launch of ‘The Emerging Writer’ hosted in Auslan by Ross Onley-
Zerkel who shared his experiences as a deaf writer to a large audience at the Fitzroy Town Hall. 

Write-ability was also thrilled to work with Scope on the 2013 Telescope 
Awards for writers with disability from across Victoria. 

“...there was something 
remarkable about getting 
away from the city, away 
from regimen and routine 
and responsibilities. ”

“This has opened doors for 
me to enter the writing 
world as a deaf writer.”
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Diverse Writers

Thanks to the support of the Grace Marion 
Wilson Trust, five writers from culturally and 
linguistically diverse backgrounds worked 
with mentor Maria Tumarkin at the start of 
2013: Hoa Pham, Lian Low, Fatima K Nazar, 
Beverly Almeida and Hariklia Heristanidis.

‘You, Your Story and the World: Writing the Refugee Experience’ was a collaboration  
between Writers Victoria and the Ecumenical Migration Centre made possible 
by the generous support of the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation. 

The project aimed to provide refugees and people from new arrival communities with the skills and 
confidence to write, give them a platform to tell their arrival stories, and create new ways for them to 
participate in their adopted city through the powerful medium of storytelling. Participants included new 
and established writers from DRC Congo, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, South Sudan and Afghanistan.

Demand for the workshops, which were facilitated by memoirist Robert Hillman, was overwhelming. 
Many participants chose to publish their stories in postcard, memes and online articles – to educate 
the broader community and pro-actively dispel myths of why they left their home countries. 

Competitions and Fellowships

The 2013 Hazel Rowley Literary Fellowship was awarded to Stephany Steggall at Adelaide Writers’ Week 
in March. Steggall used the $10,000 prize to help her write her upcoming biography of Thomas Keneally.

2013 was the fifth year of our annual Grace Marion Wilson Emerging Writers Competition. 
The prize for creative non-fiction went to Judith Bunn for ‘Pink’, and second prize to 
Kerrin O’Sullivan for ‘Homesickness – terra incognita’. First prize for short fiction was 
awarded to Michelle Wright for ‘Family Block’, and second to Shivaun Plozza for ‘Fox, 
Birdie and Me’. Chris Brophy and Alice Bishop received honourable mentions. Winning 
entries were published in the Sept/Oct edition of ‘The Victorian Writer’ magazine. 

Michelle Wright was also announced as the recipient of the inaugural Templeberg Residential 
Writing Fellowship in Sri Lanka, thanks to a new partnership with Templeberg Villa in Galle.

The 2013 Glenfern Fellowships for Emerging Writers (supported by the Grace Marion 
Wilson Trust) were awarded to Emily Stewart, Lyndel Caffrey and Janine Mikosza. The 
Glenfern Fellowships for Mid-Career and Established Writers (supported by the Readings 
Foundation) were awarded to Leah Kaminsky, Jacinta Halloran and Christine Keighery.

Five writers with disability were awarded Write-ability Fellowships (supported by the Grace Marion 
Wilson Trust): Heidi Everett , Robbie O’Brien, Jack Waghorn, Kate Hood and Carly Findlay.

The winner of our Crime Writing Competition for RMIT students was awarded to Tom Reed 
and Writers Victoria member Laura McPhee Browne won our very short story competition with 
her eight-sentence story ‘The Book Club’, which was published on the back of eight Writers 
Victoria business cards. At our 2014 Season 1 program launch at the end of 2013, new member 
Ned Zvekic was announced as the winner of the Halcyon Hideaway Writing Retreat.

Writers Victoria continues to support a number of partner awards and prizes, including: the 
Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for an Unpublished Manuscript, the Melbourne Fringe 
Festival’s Best Emerging Writer Award, the Offset Magazine short story competition, the 
Lord Mayor’s Creative Writing Awards, the Deakin Literary Award from Verandah Journal, the 
Odyssey Short Story Award, Telescope Awards and the Rachel Funari Prize for Fiction.

“Unless you have 
experienced trauma it’s 
difficult for someone 
to understand. It’s a 
waste if I don’t put all 
that into writing.”
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Our Services
Manuscript Assessments

63 manuscripts assessed through 
Writers Victoria in 2013. Of 
these, 44 were followed by a 
post-assessment consultation.

Mentoring

78 people booked initial mentor 
meetings through Writers Victoria in 
2013; and 32 people extended their 
mentorship relationships in 2013. 

Studios

In partnership with the National Trust, Writers Victoria continues to manage nine 
writers’ studios at the historic homestead of Glenfern in East St Kilda.

Through the extension of our partnership with the National Trust, Writers Victoria also offers 
two Cells for Writers at the Old Melbourne Gaol. On the last Sunday of every month, the writers’ 

“I am bowled over with the 
extent and quality of the WV 
manuscript assessment service. 
I have received pages and 
pages of detailed advice (not 
to speak of huge amounts of 
encouragement). For someone 
who’s been writing now for 
about four years with nothing 
more than a small circle 
of friends and relatives 
egging me on, this really 
feels like Christmas!”

cells open for members of the public 
to engage with the writers and ask 
them about their writing projects.

Glenfern residents:

Andrea Frost

Christine Keighery (Glenfern Fellow)

Emily Stewart (Glenfern Fellow)

Emma Schwartz

Fiona Harris

Fiona Wood (assistant caretaker)

Glenn Morley 

Ilka Tampke

Iola Mathews (caretaker)

Jacinta Halloran (Glenfern Fellow)

Janine Mikosza (Glenfern Fellow)

Leah Kaminsky (Glenfern Fellow)

Leslie Cannold

Linda McLaren

Lyndel Caffrey (Glenfern Fellow)

Martine Lleonart

Myke Bartlett

Rachael Howlett

Ramona Koval

Cells for Writers residents: 

Alexandra Schleibs

Christina Roberts

Eleanor Maloney

Emma Stapleton

Glen Dower

Jenny Sinclair

Kalinda Ashton

Megg Minos

Myfanwy Jones

Ree Maloney

Richard Holt

Sue Oaks

Wendy Poussard
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‘The Victorian Writer’, website and enews

‘The Victorian Writer’ magazine published the works of more than 90 writers in 
2013, including features by or interviews with Isobelle Carmody, Frank Moorehouse, 
Maxine Beneba Clarke, Melissa Lucashenko, Dani Valent, Garry Disher, Dennis 
Altman, Angus Cerini, Mary Delahunty, Andre Dao and Sally Rippin.

Over 10 editions the magazine connected with and promoted 
the work of some of our fellow Cities of Literature – Reykjavik, 
Edinburgh and Dublin – and covered topics including 
children’s literature, journals, place, food and wine, crime, 
festivals, politics and how to make a living from writing. 

In 2013 Writers Victoria introduced a new, blog-style features 
section to our website, publishing regular articles from 
guest blogger Lee Kofman along with features and writing 
exercises by other Victorian authors including Euan Mitchell, 
Hoa Pham, Fatima Sebbai, Penni Russon, Paddy O’Reilly, Sian 
Prior and Lisa Jacobson. The Writers Victoria enews was sent 
out 48 times to approximately 3000 people each issue. 

Members and Advocacy

Writers Victoria supported and worked on 
behalf of more than 3770 members in 2013, 
as well as providing services to the broader Victorian writing community. 

We are the only organisation in Victoria that works with writers all year round, 
across all genres, at all stages of their careers and in all parts of the state. We 
currently have the largest number of individual members of all of the Australian 
state writers’ centres and of all of colleague peak arts bodies in Victoria.

This gives us unique insight into the needs and aspirations of Victoria’s writers 
and a singular authority to speak and advocate on their behalf. In 2013, this 
included lobbying around the Federal Budget and new National Cultural Policy, 
as well as feeding into state-based campaigns and consultations.

Our diverse annual program is developed in direct response to the needs of our 
members and participants through ongoing feedback and consultation. Many 
thanks to everyone who took the time to feed into the process, which has led 
to a diverse range of activities within The Write Place program for 2014.

Library

The Writers Victoria reference library provides a quiet place for members to read, 
research and write. It includes a growing collection of literary journals, anthologies, 
prize-winners and books on the craft of writing. It also provides members with 
a space to showcase their own publications on our members’ bookshelf.

“I have been meaning 
to write and tell you 
how much I like the 
now not-so-new format 
of ‘The Victorian 
Writer’. The latest 
issue has finally 
galvanised me into 
action. It’s a beauty 
and I enjoyed it cover 
to cover. Thank you 
and congratulations to 
all involved including 
the contributors.”



Treasurer’s Report
The 2013 fiscal year was another strong year for Writers Victoria and a year in which a 
number of developments occurred both in the external funding landscape and internally.  

Arts Victoria, a key funding source for Writers Victoria, changed its funding arrangements, 
introducing the Organisation Investment Program to provide multi-year funding to 
a new, diverse group of arts organisations. Writers Victoria was successful in securing 
triennial funding under the new program for 2014 to 2016. However, changes in the 
funding landscape at both a state and federal level have highlighted the importance of 
financial independence for Writers Victoria’s long-term sustainability and this has lead to 
increased focus on the production of ongoing, stable and self-generating cashflows.

To this end, Writers Victoria has made a number of changes to its program of works to improve 
profitability while ensuring that the programs continue to best serve our members. 

The program arrangements with Writers Australia came to an end, allowing the organi-
sation to spend additional time building local partnerships and programs, including our 
innovative Write-ability program for writers with disability and our programs to service 
and support regional writers. Writers Victoria also continued to benefit from the support 
of the Australia Council, the Grace Marion Wilson Trust, Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust and 
Readings Foundation during 2013, which enabled a number of these programs to occur.  

Internally, staff movements provided an opportunity to undertake a staffing restructure and 
align resources to support the revised program and our members. A paid parental leave 
scheme was introduced, with our Finance and Administration Manager being the first staff 
member to benefit from this program following the birth of her twins during the year.  

In addition, Writers Victoria continued to focus on enhancing its financial 
management processes and reporting during the year, specifically bedding 
down the new Customer Relationship Management (CRM) system which is a 
key tool in understanding our membership and program preferences.

The outcome of this work resulted in net surplus of $35,200, a significant increase to 
that of 2012. A portion of this surplus has been transferred into a General Reserve to 
ensure that Writers Victoria is able to continue to fund its paid parental leave program 
in the future. We will look to maintain this reserve as appropriate year on year.

I’d like to extend my thanks to Jacquelin Low and Martin Tunley for all their hard work 
across the year. Thank you also to the many paid and volunteer staff who work on 
behalf of you, the members, and on behalf of the Committee of Management. 

– Simone Lunny
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With 
Thanks
In 2013 we were grateful for the 
very generous support of: 

We were also delighted to work with a broad 
range of partners and donors, including: 
Partners
Apollo Bay Arts
Arts Access Victoria
Arts Industry Council (Victoria)
Arts Law Centre of Australia
Arts Mildura
ATA magazine
Audio Visual Dynamics
Australian Book Review
Australian Poetry
Australian Society of Authors
Australian Writers’ Guild
Bendigo Writers Festival
Box Hill TAFE
Brimbank Reading and Writing Festival
Brotherhood of St Laurence and 
Ecumenical Migration Centre
Canary Press
Chamber Made Opera

Clunes Booktown

Deaf Arts Network

Editors Vic

Embiggen Books

Emerging Writers’ Festival

Ex Libris Festival of Words (Port Fairy)

Express Media

FreePlay Festival

Halcyon Hideaway

Hazel Rowley Literary Fellowship committee

Holmesglen TAFE

Indigenous Literacy Foundation

Lip Magazine

Lord Mayor’s Creative Writing Awards

Malthouse Theatre

Melbourne Fringe Festival

Melbourne PEN

Melbourne Writers Festival

National Trust (Victoria)

Odyssey House

Offset Journal

Other State and Territory Writers Centres

Other UNESCO Cities of Literature  
(Dublin, Edinburgh and Reykjavik)

Overland Journal

Padre Coffee

Readings

RMIT

Scope Victoria

Screenhub

Small Press Network

Tasmanian Writers Festival

The Moat

Templeberg Villa

Text Publishing

The Wheeler Centre

Verandah Literary Journal

Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards

Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Words in Winter (Daylesford)

Write-ability Steering Committee

Write Around the Murray
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Donors
Alan Hewett

Alana Lopez

Ann Cousland

Anna Brasier

Annie Drum

Aubrey Garcia

Bernadette Miller

Beryl Langer

Brett Mackenzie

Bronwyn Blaiklock

Bruce Crowle

Button Empire

Carly Dennis

Carolann Castagna

Carole Lander

Carolyn Asta

Carolyn Ingvarson

Catherine McArdle

Celine Grant

Christina Ratcliffe

Christina Roberts

Claire Varley

Claude Gomes

Clive Wansbrough

Columbia Winterton

Cristy Kidgell

David Macleod

Deline Skinner

Dennis Ogden

Deryn Mansell

Durkhanai Ayubi

Edward Burger

Elizabeth McKenzie

Emily Bitto

Eva Lomski

Gethin Kitchener

Gino Tomisich

Glenn Morley

Grant Cleary

Hannah Malewska

Heather Shaw

Helen Fanshawe
Helen Patrice
Helena Deacon-Wood
Janelle Morgan
Jason Naylor
Jemima Bucknell
Jennifer Fernandez
Jennifer Lord
Jessica Morris
Joan Kerr
Jodi Toering
Joely Badger
John York
Julie Bailey
Julie Halton
Karen Huntly
Karen McCrea
Kathrine Vamon
Kathy Creamer
Katrina McKelvey
Katy Warner
Keith Storace
Laura Fulton
Lee Cameron
Len Lambrellis
Leonie Needham
Leslie Adams
Liliane Grace
Linda Christesen
Linda Jakab
Liquid Valley
Lisa Hughes
Loren Mcguire
Lorraine Pestell
Lucy Treloar
Lyn Reed
Maree Denise Shine
Margaret Howden
Margaret Lock
Margaret Meyer
Mark Casagranda
Maxine Shand
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Michael Feeney
Michael Roberts
Miguel Jacq
Monica Haring
Moraig Kisler
Nicholas Lah
Nicolette Vassilopoulos
Olivia Panich
Patricia Poppenbeek
Penny Hawe
Penny Mackieson
Phillip Dimitriadis
Raya Klinbail
Raymond Blessing
Rebecca Mackey
Rebecca Maxwell
Reem Beaini
Renai Ingersole
Rhett Davis
Rhiannon Dowding
Richard Walter
Rob Beasley
Robert Leschen
Robyn Douglas
Rod Coysh
Rosemary Jones
Sally Abbott
Sally Williams
Sanna Breytberg
Sarah Duncan
Sarah Edwards
Sergio Tell
Simon Crase
Stephen Lynch
Steve Stretton
Suzanne Dvornik
Suzanne Mason
Suzsi Welch
Thomas Leydon
Tony Mitchell
Trisha Dunning
Ursula Soulsby

Virginia Murdoch
Wendy Elks
Yolanda French

We are also grateful for the support of those 
members (who prefer to remain anonymous) 
who have chosen to make a financial 
bequest to Writers Victoria in their will. 

Thank you, all.

Writers Victoria Annual Report | 2013 

35



Front cover image from June 2013 ‘Victorian Writer’ cover. Artist Carmel Seymour. 
Internal graphics by Toby Gibson.


